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The spoken word is valid! 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

On behalf of NürnbergMesse, organizer of the World’s Leading Trade Fair for Organic Food, 

I would like to extend my greetings to you here at BIOFACH 2017! A very warm welcome!  

 

Germany, and thus one of the pioneering nations of the sector, a reliable partner in 

international projects and with over 9 billion Euro, one of the strong global organic markets, is 

presenting itself this year here at the fair as the Country of the Year under the “Bio schafft 

Zukunft – Building an Organic Future!” motto. 

First of all, I would therefore like to express my gratitude to the Bundesministerium für 

Ernährung und Landwirtschaft (BMEL, Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture) as well as to 

the Bund Ökologische Lebensmittelwirtschaft (BÖLW, Association of Organic Food 

Producers), the national, honorary sponsor of BIOFACH, for expressing their trust in us by 

deciding on this project.  

I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of NürnbergMesse, to welcome the Federal 

Minister of Food and Agriculture, Christian Schmidt, along with Felix Prinz zu Löwenstein, the 

CEO of the BÖLW, our honorary sponsor. I would also like to extend a warm welcome to 

Heinrich Graf von Bassewitz, the eco commissioner of the Deutscher Bauernverband (DBV, 

German Farmers’ Association) and Markus Arbenz, Executive Director, IFOAM (International 

Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements), the national patron of all BIOFACH events 

around the world, to this year's opening press conference for the sector.  

 

The organic world - the guest of friends in Nuremberg  

It has now taken more than a quarter of a century for Germany to become the Country of the 

Year in 2017 at BIOFACH. Since its premiere in the Franconian metropolis in 1999, a total of 

11 different nations have been represented as Country of the Year: Brazil, Denmark, France, 

Great Britain, India, Italy, the Netherlands, Poland, Romania, Switzerland and Spain. Italy 

and the Netherlands were even each represented twice. For the countries themselves such a 

presentation, irrespective of their individual objectives, offers the opportunity to network their 

own organic sector on an international level, discover trade partners, increase export 

opportunities or conduct marketing for domestic organic products. For the international trade 

buyers at the exhibition duo – at the last event over 48,000 of them were present – this 

means a great deal of diversity and inspiration. And because BIOFACH is simply not only a 

trade but also a know-how and network platform along with a political forum, from which the 
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worldwide organic sector is shaping the future, the participation as Country of the Year also 

opens up numerous opportunities not least at this level!  
 
Get on board please: the organic sector is inviting you on a trip of Germany!  

Within the framework of the Country of the Year, the visitors at BIOFACH and VIVANESS 

are invited to embark on a journey through the organic regions of Germany. From all 736 

national exhibitors at the world’s leading trade fair, the Bund Ökologische 

Lebensmittelwirtschaft has selected 65 “travel stations” – companies and projects, which on 

their fair stands are making the Country of the Year a tangible experience for the visitors 

whilst also presenting individual projects. The exhibitors who exemplify the German organic 

sector come from 12 Bundesländer (federal states). North Rhine-Westphalia (NRW) (15), 

Bavaria (13) and Baden-Württemberg (11) are the most strongly represented here in 

numerical terms.  

 

Powerful presentation: North Rhine-Westphalia, Bavaria and Lower Saxony  

Please let us take this opportunity to take a look together at the presentations by the federal 

states at BIOFACH. The picture there is a similar one. If we for example look at the federal 

states’ pavilions – 11 of the 16 are represented with such a facility – they occupy space of 

around 2,700 sq.m.. The largest pavilions in terms of space from the German federal states 

come from North Rhine-Westphalia, Bavaria and Lower Saxony; followed by Mecklenburg-

Western Pomerania, Baden-Württemberg, Berlin/Brandenburg, Schleswig-Holstein, Saxony 

and Saxony-Anhalt/Thuringia. In terms of the exhibitor distribution between the pavilions, 

NRW (35), Bavaria (28) and Lower Saxony (19) occupy the first three places. 

 

If we take a look beyond the pavilions and at the general distribution of the federal states at 

BIOFACH, in terms of space Bavaria is ahead of NRW and Baden-Württemberg. As far as 

exhibitors are concerned, Bavaria also tops the rankings (189), but Baden-Württemberg with 

118 exhibitors has overtaken NRW (90) numerically. And just one last figure: the total space 

occupied by all of Germany's federal states is around 16,800 sq.m. net.  

 

Every year BIOFACH presents organic diversity from all over the world – with the Country of 

the Year Germany, in 2017 we are taking a special look at the German organic sector – of 

course in terms of its international networking and responsibility! But the best thing is for you 

to obtain your own impression of the organic diversity and expertise made in Germany. In 

doing so you should not miss the German newcomers’ pavilion (BIOFACH: 24 exhibitors / 

VIVANESS 10 exhibitors) sponsored by the Bundesministerium für Wirtschaft und Energie 

(BMWi, Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy) – Here you will find genuine 

insider tips. The participation by Germany as Country of the Year in 2017 will most certainly 

be pioneering and forward-looking as well as inspirational!  
 

In this spirit, I wish you successful and interesting days at the fair here with us in Nuremberg 

at BIOFACH and VIVANESS 2017! 
 

 


